Tribute to Suzanne Duarte
(FIRST DRAFT)
It is with great sadness that we have to announce the death of Suzanne Duarte, one of the founding members of the Satyagraha Foundation, who died suddenly and quite unexpectedly of natural causes on December 6th, 2015 at her home in Boulder, Colorado. 

Originally from the United States, Suzanne lived for most of her life in the western States where she first came to know and love the wild places of the Earth – the Redwood Forests of Northern California, Yosemite National Park, the Colorado Rockies and the Sangre de Cristo Mountains of southern Colorado. These were her mentors - who taught her about our (inter?) -connectedness with nature, an (inter?) connectedness which she later came to know as Deep Ecology.

Suzanne was first and foremost an educator, a teacher, a sharer of her own life’s journey with ecology (nature?) and the Buddhist path which was central to her life. This journey would ultimately lead her to become a teacher (professor? lecturer?) of Contemplative Ecology at Naropa University in Boulder. But Suzanne was also an educator in everyday life as her passion and conviction to speak for those without a voice, the animals, plants and wild places of the Earth, caused her to advocate continuously on their behalf. Whether on-line or in person, Suzanne was always there to raise our consciousness and challenge us to live in a way that respects all sentient beings.

I came to know Suzanne during the years that she lived in Amsterdam and am grateful for having had this guide in my life who helped me to refine my own vision of kindness to all creatures and the satyagraha to do no harm to the natural world - to whom we all belong. We have lost a great teacher and a dear friend. 

Suzanne served on the Satyagraha Foundation Board as Natural World (co-?)  Editor. I will give the last word to Suzanne, quoting from her website – Dharmagaians 
“…the desecration of nature has deeply impacted me throughout my life. Even as a little girl, I felt pain as I watched bulldozers scraping the ground of trees, plants and animals beyond the suburb where we lived. When I hear of “development” projects, I always think of all creatures who are killed and displaced, poisoned and starved by the expansions of human activities, and I mourn the loss of delicate ecosystems that bind life together.

Grief can be a powerful doorway to a sense of belonging within the web of life, to the energy and strength that comes from the release of deep feelings, and therefore to paradigm change, a change of consciousness that blossoms into passionate love for the Earth. Once a person begins the process of conscious paradigm change, otherwise known as the Great Turning, there is no going back. Bit by bit, the scales fall from one’s eyes and the socially conditioned fears and constrictions loosen and dissolve as one’s heart for the world expands.” 
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