Hi Joseph,
Last several days have been pretty busy, including the weekend in Boston, sorry it’s taken so long to answer.

Thanks for your kind words on the “my life in politics” piece—it was fun.  I think it’s the first piece where I discovered how making fun of oneself is such an important part of humor.
Yes, I like Niume, and think you might find it a good mode too. You should explore the different areas or spheres covered, and kinds of things people post there. Take some time to see the possibilities.

It’s an experiment, so I try things and see how they go. But sure, a detective story could appeal, there are various readers. And yes there are plenty of poets who post poems, too, from various countries. I’ve found Niume to be a convenient and efficient set up for posting pieces. At first it takes a little while to see how it works. I’m slow at figuring out the way web sites are set up, how to interact with their structure. When you’re ready to complete the act of posting a finished text, you have to have at least one photo jpg file handy to post with the text, as minimum requirement.  I copy the text then paste it in place on the page (to establish your own Niume page page you need a short bio, and a pic of yourself).
By exploring the little signs or prompts that appear after you click on “create a post” (hovering over them little instructions appear) you fill in necessary components. Title, Sphere (literature (in the case of stories—but check out the different spheres, there’s also travel, humor, etc.)  The little icon of mountain and sun in a circle is for the photo to be used at the top of the page. Some photos used for that are better if the interesting part is in the lower half, because the system tends to cut off the top part. “Write your post here,” is where you can paste in the text—it takes a bit of fiddling around with that to get it to paste. And there’s also a circle with a plus sign in it for inserting a photo, video, or link into the page at any point between paragraphs. You chose among the themes to indicate what areas you’re writing about –such as original, people, short story, etc.
When you’re done putting components in place there’s an agreement to abide by Niume’s regulations. There’s also a way to change text by adding italics, bold, etc. I learned about using these things just by trying it out, little by little—not all at once. Also after you post , when you are all done, there are icon buttons to press to share onto facebook, twitter, reddit etc. to try reaching audiences beyond niume readers, if you want to. It’s a new feature, and I have been clicking on them, though at first it involves becoming a user of those media—filling out a little form.

I think it’s a useful platform, enabling writers to reach readers who are out there. Niume also informs you when a piece has gotten 50 readers, and 100 readers, etc, and informs you  when you gain status by reaching a certain number of totals. Niume also sends out tweets to inform and announce your post from time to time. So far it’s been good to me, and for me, and it doesn’t cost money to do.  Posting regularly, one or twice a week, takes time – if it’s the main thing and you’ve already got the piece pretty far  along it can be easy, but if you’re juggling other things it can  keep you busy, but it is rewarding. Let me know if you have questions.
All the best.
Shantih

Bill

